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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
sPECIAE SRR CANTEY 'St Vs ARMY

‘ WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

12 July 1949

Note to: ppirup 63

By: Konneth W. lachloar
My jor, Infantry (Ras)

é% No record in German was mace at th2 time of this oral intarview,

. inasmuch as Lt. Merriam tcook notes in knglish on the remarks of General
fiemer as they wars translated by the interpreter. Lt. Merriam tien used
his =ngliah notes as the basis for *his reoort which he oreparaed after
tne completion of tue oral interviaew,

Inis was the only oral or written interview which Lt. ¥erriaz had
concernin, matters other tana- the Ardennes Offensive. From oprevious

readin:s on the 20 July 19LL plot, Lt. Y%erriam was partici.larly interested

L in collecting details on this affair, <«ith the possible hcpe that he
right later publish a book or magazine article devoted tc the German
story behind this plot.

(The first caragraph of the above is based on a genera! knowledge of the
¥ay in which Lt. derriam orerated; tne seconc »aragranh is tased on
#xnat Lt, Merriam told me personally.)
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Titie ¢t The 27 Jul 44 Plot
Source : Cenmaj {then Thet) Remer, Otto
Tosition : Cmér, uard Regt "Grossdeutschiand?
Dats : 13 dug 4d
Place 1 Pv Casp 4 20, Thind U3 Army
Tnterviewsr t Lst It Hobert . Nerriaa
Tnterpreter  T/5 raiter Jecier, I Tews: 7 115
t
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FToreword

This interview i3 one of a saries conducted by ithe
iistorieal Section, RPOUSA, and its successors., Unfortunately, only &
typed record in Znglish is available for editing. Ti is not known
whether 2 record in Cerman was made at the time of the interview, nor,
if onc was mada, can the scouracy of the translation he determined,
Thersfore, no absolute gnarantee can be given as to the anthenticity and
completensss of detail of this version of the interview. Only obwious
errors in aspelling, runctuation, end gramematica) construction have been
corrected. All parenthetical statements, except those of the interviewer

and editor, which are identified as ench, are as they appesr in the
available record.

Capt
Historical ditor

MAY 31 1948
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l. After five years of fighting with Ps Div *Urossdautsche
lapd,” in Prance, the Balkans, and Russia, I was brought dack to Berlin
for & rest, and was given command of the llonor Battalion @slrﬂing the
Government headquarters. Frior to this command, 7 had been acting com-
mander of a panser grenadier regiment in Fz Div “Nrossdeutschland." This
¥ach (Guard) Bn, besidas having the minslon of protecting the Government,
also raepresentead the Arry in Darlin,

2. "har [ asmimed command 52 the Battalion, ny predecwssor
wvarned me to be on guard because on Yehrmacht ey in I19.7 {sometire during
Varch), a putsch had boen attenpted against the Tovertmeni but had been
nipped in the hud. Uy predecessor further ststed that this putsch had
naver been disnlosed, ot tven ta Noebbela, because it was tanght it
would be betier not to disturb the nation by letting it be known that an
attempt had beun male %0 overthrow the Puehrer. T lmmedintely recosnised
the responsiblliitias ~° my oeition, especially 1o view ol the Taet that
at that Llime wo had over a miZlion Toreign woricra in Berlin, and that, if
any revolution did start, thess people wouid be o very groeat menace.

T, Aa part of the ;lans for the el .nss o Lhe lleriin ares,
we hod twe mobilization schemes alraady preparsd, dott 7 which involved
use of the Heplacement Arsy in Ger.in. e hsd code sords {or the
evaptuallity of either an enemy crossing of the dorder or of an internal
revolutiong upon receint of these respective code names, T fremediately 'as
%o mobilize my unit for action. "Cnelsenau" w2z *hs code name for &n

interna! revsiution.
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Ao Mmuﬁmmtrwﬁhﬁshl
gving the code word "Gneisenau,." thhuneu-frmthcmﬂnattm

Military Commander in Berlin, Oen von Hasssj Insordnﬁd{bomttc‘
him inmediately. I arrived at the Commanderts office and found & rasber
orgammlorﬁemarﬂothorhighwwynmm.
When T entered the room, I noticed that the G-3 (Pt not further fderti=
fiad) appeared very vale and that appammamm!:y}hemdm
von liajessen had replaced him, The etmosphere was very tesss, I wa MM
that the Fuehrer had died by accldent, thst & revolution had brokem oub,
that the sxecutive powers had passed to the Arwy, mmzmum
off a certain district of the Covernment agencliee so that no ons could get

in or out.
5, That statement, combined with the tenssness of the

atmospherw and the warning my predecessor had given ms, pat me on guard,
7o alleviate ry doubt, I asked Gen von Hasse the following six questionss
{1) Is the Mushrer dead?
{(?) fthere is f;he revolution? I saw nong as I eame to
your headquarters from mlna..
(3) Are the revolutionists foreign workers?
(4) Why has the axecutive power rassed to the Ay
rather than the Armed Forces (Wehrmeeht)?
(5) Tho is th= miceessor to Hitler?
(6 Who has signxl the orders giving control to the

Arwmy?
4. T received no satisfastory answers to these questions.
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However, I returned to my Battalion and Lmmedlataely called a conference
of officers at which Y ordered a3 ring placed around ths fovermment
buildings, and gave instructions that no one was tc accept any orders un-
less they were given by ms personally. The sntire situation looked
suspicious to me, but I did not know what was going on.

7. Although the ring was placed around the (lovarnmont
buildings, it was not complete because the subwy had not been cut off,
nor had commnications been cut. The Army Headquartsrs had heen told thsat
an Qbatlt Wolter would be down to as3ist me in thess technical matters.
¥hen this officer arrived, he immediately said that I need nat be afraid
of him, that he was not & spy. This made me extremely suspicious because
I oould not understand why he would think T would regard him as a spy un-
less somsthing umisual was going on.

8. After the meeting of my officers, one of my lisutenants,
named Hagen,called me aside and said that he wished to report that he had
seen Genfldm von Brauchitach in the streets. He axpressed sxtreme surprise
at this as Von Rrauchitsch had been retired for some time and was not
often seen in HBerlin. The lieutenant sugrested that he comtact a man for
whom he worked prior to his entrance into the Army. He said this man was
not one of the "master race" and might be able to give some muggestions on
the situation. I sent him to see this former employsr of his,

9. After we formed the ring around the Government buildings,
I wmas ordersd to watch particularly the section near the railroac statiom,
which was where the security police were located, A short time later, as
T was moving through the strests, I spotted an Obst Schaefer, whom I

Approved For Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003100150014-1




Approved I'Release 2003/10/22 : CIA-RDP80R0"1 R003100150014-1

ETHINT 63 iy
rerambersd asz one of the men mentioned by my predecessor as being in-
volved in the 1943 putsch. (Interviewer's Mote: flenmal Remer maid that

Schaefir was not arrasted at the time of the 1943 rutsch hegause the
Jovernment wantud to keep the attempt a secret, Schoefer had tested the
hazd of the conspirators in the 1943 putsch by coming to Demsaj Remert's
predecassor and asking him what the situation was.) 7 later learned that
Jchasfor vns to tak.e conmand of my Honor Cuard Battalion,

10, A short time later, I was ealled again to she office of
the 1411tary Commander where T was told that Goebbsls wes ¢ he arrested
and that T wes the man %o do 1t. T said that I 444 not wish to make the
arrast bocause Gosbbels had been the protactor of the Pr Div “Grossdeutsche
land® and that T had an allegiance to him. Tt finally was agreed that
soms of the kilitary Police would make thie arrest.

| 1l. vhen I returned to gy headquartars, T found Lt Hagen

¥iiting for w3, le had seen his former employsr who in Lurm had sent him
Lo sec Goobbels. He had spoken briefly with Gosbbels, whe did net believe
*he facte presented to him until he had seen some armored vehicles driving
around outside. (oebbels then ment Hagen back to see me with word thtt
apparently a military putsch was intendsd and that T was o report Lo him,

12. X went with Hagen to sse Cen von hHasse, and thers I had
the lleutenant relate his visit with Goebbels. At the comclusion of this,
I asked Von Hasse if T right go to ses Cosbbels, which he fobbads ms to do.
Bscause I Telt that Von liasse did not scenm to be aware of ths situation and
bscause after considerable reasoning with ayself I decidad that Goebbels,
in the position as Comntssionsr of Defansa for Berlin, was in reality my
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superior, I finslly decided that I should go to ses hiz despite ths fact
that Von lasse had refused my requost. .

13. I went to Goebbels' office and was immediately ushered
in to ses him. Before I had gone in, I had told a group of my mem I had
brought with me that if I were not back in 20 mimtes they should come
up to yet ne. I did this because I did not fu'lly trust Coebbels and
wantad to nake sure that he was not also inmvolved,

14 I was imnmediately admitted to Toebbels' office and the
first question that he asied me was, "Are you & iazi officer?® I told
hli that I had taken my ocath to the Fushror and that I intended to keep
it evan 1f he ware dead., Coebbels then said, "ihat do you knew about the
situation?" T told hix what I had previously hesrd, and he said that this
could not be true because he had talked to the Fuehrer over the telephons.
I then asked Goebbels i he were behind the Fuehrsr; hs reachad out his
hand and gave ms hls word of honor that he was. Then Coebbels asked me
what I had done and I told him as puch as I thougnt it was advisable to
tell; I wor atill not abanlutely certain that Coebdels was loyal. I told
rim that I wantoed to talk with the MPuehraer tc ascertain for ayself that
hs was still alive. He said this could be arranged uxl in thres xdimites
I was talking with the ™ishrer, e said to me, ™ouw we have the criminals
and szbotsurs of the iasterm Front. Mnly & few officars are involved and
we will eliminate tha: Crae the rootu, You 2re plicsd in & historie
position. You are rasponaible to use your head, You ares under py command
until Hizmler arrives to take over the Replacement Army. Do you under—

stand me?
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At the end of the conversation, Goering, who was present, asked me what
the Puehrar had sald and I related the conversation in substance, I
also told Goering that I had immedistely confirmwed the actual sftuntion
to the Armies (Bl: ?7) moving toward Berlin and that T wowld inform
Genma! von Hasse of the situation and de everything Y could to prevent
umecessary bloodshed.

15. By this time, a tank formation had been alerted and wmas
asserbling in the Berliner Plats. Although this group thought that Y m
with the revolution, I was able to got in touch with them just in time t»o
prevent any bloodshed. T then assuzed command of the tanks and used them
te help prevent any shots being fired. Six officers to whom I gpoke
believed me when I said Hitler was alive and that I knew what to do. I
ealled on the Replacement Army to send additional people. Previously,
Goering had said he was going to call out the S8, but I told him that they
should keep the SS out of this, that it was an Army job and they should
lat us finish it. |

15, At this time, there was a report of some shooting and I
was ordered to block the sector where the brains of the putsch were
gippossd to be., Although the new government had placed troops from a
panger unit around this area, I was sble to talk with them in tims to
effast their withdrawal. ihen I went Lo the area of the shooting whieh
had beon reported by Coering, I saw Gen From (id: Genobst Friedrich
“rome] of the Replacement Army. I said o him, *You are = maa fram the
Pz Div "Grossdeutschland." VWhat are your orders?" A% the same Lime

“rltenbrunner, Chief of the Gestapo (Bd: probably Ogruf Dr Frset
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¥altenbrunner, Chief of Security Police and Security Sarvice), also came
ard shortly thereafter ilLumler arrived; the crials had pazsed.

17. I will now relante to you the harpenings at the RBinder-
block, which I have heard only from people who were there. Count von ‘
Stauffenberg, who had placed the bomb in Hitler's Headquarters, which was
in Rastenburg at that time, believed that iiitler was dead heeause he had
successfully placed the bomb, heard the explosion, and gottea away., Von
Stauffenbarg returned to Berlin by airplane, hut, typical of the mentality
of the plotters, had neglected to arrange for a car t» mest him at the
airport. As a result, he had to wait an hour for transportation into town.

18, Von Stauffenbsrg went to the Binderbloelk, where, with
Cenobst loepner and others, he tried to play at revolution. At this time,
Gen "romm tried to arrest Stauffenberg, but instead was arrested himself
by the i{litary Folice. (idi As this officer can be identified as Genobst
Feriadrich Froma,; Censa] Remer's account of his actions that follow is
confusing. As Jenobst Fromm was executed 14 May 45 for participation in
the plot, it can only be zagumed that either he war- executed for 2 crime
of whieh he was innocent or, seeing that the plot was doomed to failure,
declided to try to save himself by turning on his fellow conspirators,) -
At this point, Froma requested Von Brauchitech to come to the Binderblock.
Von Brauchitach had been asked to participate in the Putach, but he was
not interested and had retumed to his home. The Commander of Wehrkrels
ITI, Gen von Kortsfloisch, wae also invited to participats, and was

arrested when he refused to take part,
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19. The entire thing was very naive, Telephonss were ine
tact and nelther the populace nor the Army was against Hitler. If the
piot had been successfal, Hitler and the Fazis would have beeame great
zartyrs mith:r than die the death they now have suffered.

20, Gen von Kertaflaelisch made a great desl of trouble whea
hs was arrestedy he went somewhat crazy, and threw ink wslls and other
things around the rocet. When this frecas atarted, 1t atimetod the
attention of swE2 genural officersz on the floor abuvs, and thsse officers
ared themselves and came dowm to fres Von Xortelleisch and Proam., VYheh
this was nccamplished, Cen Froms fmsedistely held a court-mastisal on the
gpot and sonienced to daath seven of the persans involved im the plot,
These officers were shot in the courtyard by some of my saldiers, with
the Ughts of sutomobiles 1llupinating the courtyard. Among thoss
imediately shot was Count von Stauffenberg. Gen Beck, the former Chief
of the Ceneral 3ta’f, was allowed to ki1l himself. OGencbst Howpner was:
allowed 4o live temporarily because they thought he had mmch more infore
mation an the plot. Genfldm von Witalebean, being of superder rank to
Cen Froma who hoaded the court-martial, could not be shotj hewever, he
later was hanged.

21, TIn my opinion the brains of the Putach rests with Count
von Stauffenberg.
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SECRET

INTTRROGATION REPORT No 34

Cover and Decention Prior to the ARDEINVES Offensive

This report was prepared in answer' to USTET Inter-
rogation Brief No 3%, dated 13 July 1945.

Preamble, Generalnajor Jtto Ernst REXMER, source for
the answers to this questionnaire, is the juqor RIHER,
formerly in command of the "achhatalllon in RERLIT, Who was
instrumental in checkins the military follow-through of
the 20 JulJ 1944 plot against HITLIR's life. He assumed
command of the TFuehrer Begleit Z“rieade (Bricade RIIR)
shortly before the LRDENVES offensive,

The Fuehrer Begleit Brigade left RASTINBURG, Ost-
preussen, about 25 Jovembar for TAUN, (Eifel) (GSGS 4346/
K 51/L 55?7) and —as first e>mitted in the ST VITH area

(GSGS 4042/6/P 83), whence **“ adivanced towerds L.3JCHD
(GSGS sou2/6/7 47). < 27 Zeceaher Drigate REMVER Tas
comnitted west of R.STIGNT (33GS 4349/6/ 55) in order to
secure German positions in this sector.

Rrigade RLER was comrosed of the folloving elenents
at the start of the .RDEITL3 offensive:

Flak ibteilung

Grenadier ZPataillon 1 (SP7)

Grenadier Rataillon 2 (tlot)

Grenadier Batalllon zbV 928 (later Grenailier
Bataillon 3)

sartillerie ..bteilung

Panzer abteilune

ifeeres Sturmgeschuetz asbteilung 200

ranzer Regiments 3tab

rfachrichten .tteilung

Feld Ersatz Abteilung

Answers to the DJuestisnnaire.

1. “hat security measures —are adopted by German
unit commanders between the time they received
initial orders concerning the ARDENIES of-
fensive and 16 Tecember 10449

a, R2Radlo security. Trom the arrival of the
Fuehrer Begleit 2rigale in the west in early
December 1944 until the commitnent of ths bhriecaie on 18
December 1944, the un.5 kent a strict racdios silence.
There were no exercises with radio-communication set:.
Even the use of nrivate radios setsz at lowest level was
prohibited.

b, False radio traffic. .lthoush tre “rigade
RE.ER used no false rario trartfic, some was emrloyed by
higher echelons,

¢, Security of troon move..=nts %o nvnid identi-
fication by aircraft. GSefore znd during the oifensive all
troop movements were executed by night or in unfavorable
flying weather.
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SECRET
INTERROGATION RZPORT No 34

over and Decevntion Trior to the LATKWMTEG Offensive
Continucd)

In clear weather only sincle vehicles “ere reraitted to
travel on roads. ..n order was issusd that convoys which
had haule? sunplies t: the Tront during thie night should
travel during dayl*r“t in an easgtrard direction in order
to deceive the eneny by fatins & ~ithdraval of troors
from the front lines. Venlcles, rarticularly tracied
arnoreu vehicles, ~e re narged 1ﬂ 70o04s outside of towns.

Ais defenses ere passive, snd onl: in case of an air attack

on ailitary targats were thsy to orsn Tire.

Special cura ez taken %o enfores cn-onflacze discipline
in torms, Prﬁcr : g vere renmoved, and the assaxbly
Or marc..lns of lares bodies of men was vrohibited, Tie use
of Load-ﬂqrr::s ar.t glan--2gts b units in villares or on
roads was prolibited; urit narkers Tere nob Sismlayed on
biilets, “nl during actusl r marches could narkers be
posted, shorine the nsmes 57 com nling officers as unit
identification, R92% co~trol by militery police —as very
strict, anid »9nds ¢21lf he uses by unit convoyrs only in
accordance itk 2 sciadule. .11 v:. ‘cle bumnar mer rkings
vere valnted over. During the transport of tanks on rail-
way flatesrs, camouflace had to conceal the vehiclas in
such a way thz2t they could not be recomnized from the air
as tangs.

’

Sunply durnins of all kinds were dispersed very skill-
fully in forests, =swecislly pine —oods. Roe s lealing to
and from su~ply inst=llations wers —idened o av.id traffic
Jams. 7% trainsg near e move 2f gmzrationg ”e": kent
in tunrnels or in —oois duwing d=2yilichy,  The unloading of
trains —as srread ovar many S”“ll utdu*ons, ﬂni facilities
Tere mropur2 =5 Leal caloadins could be done very quickly.
siotor vehicles could drive oniy to within 10 km of the front.
4rtillery, antunition, and hrifre-building equipment was

moved hy hor e-dram velicles tue lust 10 ¥m,
~t night, strict blacksout disei-line —as maintained.

fany o7 thesa se- ity neasures uad been 30F in
the Wehrmacht for so-~ tine Y r, during tha neriecd in
questism srecizl c2:: 4s ta<en to insure strictest enforce-
ment of iLhes» rules.

d. Issuance 57 detalled ordsrs only to senior
officers. ..11 precarations Tor THe OfTANSive “ore Coro-

y e¢oncealed Trom tacticzl coamanders. as -ell as from the
troons. Ru.ors Ters svraad intimating that the troo-
concentrationsg rors v S 4 TO holﬂ of? an exvected
4llied attact froa ror the SIN:-T. Orientation —es
given t2 small ~roun: icers, aca=eiuled occording to
the imrortance of eaon 8 mission, an” held as shortly
as 00ssible before the 2 the offsnsive. This sched-
uls {Teraminkaiender) wa approximately as follows: Eriefing
for Corps coianders I e_,ht days; for division com-

(.)O

'mandorv, U minus six day or lomér ocqnloq unit comrmanders,

D minus one day. 3Bufors tas b”leflﬁg, ach officar Tas svorn
to secrecy, and told that violation ”ould be runisied by
death. - o
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I. Cover and Decepntion ‘rinr to the 7 70Z35 Cff-nsive
{Continued)

LER himse2lf took rnart in t—o brisfines anid
‘sandtable exsrciszs. The first one toox »l-=ca at =
headquarters ar}rov1‘ \bely eisoht ﬂ 's hefors the st=
the offensive. Hs 7azs nat pans »hich corrs it
Hero he —as informed sbomt his mission for thz first tine,
The second brisfing —as held at hesdguarters »f Ginasral
KRUEGER's XLVIII Corms.

Tha folloin=z »roblsmws —sres liscuzsed: ovo-ant into
assembly an? ju’zln*—a* AYans ) liary rositions and
ammurition suvrly; “isnocition or ~leiints nat TokKing nart
in the attack; woviirns o7 Gridze-bulil ing 2auin oty
method of at:ac‘ tite tokkine wart in the duon-off
(shock troons tostins for m=wll sv
inforecements; onlins it
run arsas; sﬂr“'v

~taly surrly of re-

.\

nornoctrxts of reasistuance in over-

wn
.

o notes couls
and ordzrs us~?! Tars
meeting. ‘lissions and
exoercises conld bhe rafer
in discussions —itih othe
troops. Ord:nrs, Toth v
bs handled only by o 1%~ ssig
to this job. Durin~ tro moversnts or on the marceh into
the assenbly nrsza, nzthirs conld te disclosed to th
and only on> ¢ay whoifors thr comiftraent —ore thoy i
about their zission.

ne triefines, and naps
s Cfain a2t tho end of the

=7a ~"hich cam»s u- furinege the

a to or =mrloyzd onl; indirsctly
o7"ficars or in the trainins of
£ty ond verbal, ms
o]

.
;
so° offiesr esns
.

e, Oemgorshin, 3hortly hefor:s =ans 3during a
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b, Time and nrlace of arrival, The units
mentioned in a., above arrived in the srez of D.LUN (Zifel)
(GSGES 4346/K S51/L %577), on 29 and 30 November 1944, The
following units arrived in the .UM area in,the order listed
below,during December, the last one arriving 15 December 1944:

artillery .Abtellung (newly activated)
Heeres Sturmgeschuetz ..bteilung
Panzer ..bteilung

Panzer Regiments Stab

c. .Jethod of transrvortation. Transvortation was
by rail, save for a fe small notor convoys.

i
p—

. ; RS S PR < ,
TUUWUND LOKIN A
‘lajor, Infantry

- Commanding D

- L G2

DISTRIBUTION:

Third US Army Distributions "A” and "E* plus i
Conies

AC of S, G-2, Hq USFET, APD 757, US “rmy 15
Theater Interrogation Center, AP0 757, US Army 1
AC of S, G-2, Seventh US Army, APD 758, Us Army 3
Seventh US Army Interrogation Center, AFQ 759,

US Army 1
AC of S5, G-2, Znclave Iilitary District, aFd 29,

US Army 2
Enclave Ililitary District Interrogation Center,

APD 29, US Army 1
AC of S, G-2, Carntured Tersonnel and llateriel

Branch, "1IIS T'ar Department, Pentagon Bldz,

Washington 25, DC 4
0SS iission for Germany (Attn CID), APD 655, US

Arny 5
BGS (I) 21 Arny Group (lain) RLA 12
US Group Control Touncil, Intelligence Section,

Attn: Maj IS Rakin, AP0 742, 19 Army 10
AC of 3, G-2, US Iig Perlin District, 4rd 755,

TS Army 2
Berlin District Interrogatics Center, AT0 755,

US Army . 2
AC of 5, G-2, IIn U5 .orces, Lustria, APY 777,

US Arny . 5
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